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We are available during all statutory holiday office
closures.  Alternative Caregivers can reach our on-call
worker 24/7, for inquiries or emergencies, at our toll-

free number:

1-855-223-5558

Happy New Year!

 
All My Relations,

Perry McLeod Shabogesic

As we enter the final moon of the year, we reach that sacred time when we are closest to
our Mishomis (the Sun) and begin our journey back around him. It is our most powerful time
of ceremony and healing. Our Mother the Earth leans away as she gets closest to Mishomis
giving us the Winter with shorter days and longer nights (spirit time). During the Summer
Solstice, she leans toward him when she is further away to give us warmth along with longer
days and shorter nights. The Winter Solstice is a time of healing and storytelling. The
Creation Story and Nanabush stories are just a few of the medicine words shared at this
time as we share space in our winter homes and lodges. Self-reflection is key for inner
healing during this sacred time. Our self-reflection occurs alongside our Earth Mother, as
she also heals and rests under a blanket of snow. Both Winter and Summer Solstice remind
us of our connections and origins to the star world. We are Star People lowered to this place
from that Great Mystery in the sky. Like the planets that dance around the cosmic sacred fire
that is our Mishomis (the Sun), so do we as dance/move around our gatherings and sacred
fires. We are a reflection of where we come from. This is who we are and how we remind
ourselves of this. With the current situation of COVID-19, we must also think of doing this
safely and healthily, respecting each other’s space to protect ourselves and those around us
to bring holistic healing to family and community.

Cultural Connections

The only thing necessary for tranquility in the world is that 
every child grows up happy.

Chief Dan George

Winter Solstice

Nimkodaadin

Happy New Year!



Family Literacy Day

 ABC Life Literacy Canada has many resources posted
to its site, including: 

winter-themed activities 

Family Literacy Day started in 1999 and takes
place annually on January 27th. Since the launch,
Canadian schools, libraries, literacy organizations,
and communities have taken part to raise
awareness about the importance of reading and
engaging in other literacy-related activities in a
family setting. Taking time every day to read or do
a learning activity with children is crucial to a
child’s development, improving a child’s literacy
skills, and can even help adults improve their skills
as well. ABC Life Literacy Canada is a non-profit
organization that aims to strengthen organizations
that promote adult learning. As part of Family
Literacy Day, they have resources, online events,
activity sheets, posters, and more,  to further the
theme for this year - Travel the World Together!

Celebrate Family Literacy Day 2021 Virtually -
ABC Honorary Chair Barbara Reid, will be hosting
a virtual event on Wednesday, January 27, 2021,
from 4:30-5:00 pm., doing a demonstration on
how to use clay to create a picture.  The event
will end with a Q&A. This event is ideal for
children in grades 1 to 6. To register, please click
here. Spaces are limited, so be sure to register
as soon as possible to secure your spot.

January 27, 2021

https://abclifeliteracy.ca/all-programs/family-literacy-day/
https://abclifeliteracy.ca/programs-for-blogs/hsbc-family-literacy-first/5-family-literacy-activities-for-the-holiday-season/
https://abclifeliteracy.ca/all-programs/family-literacy-day/
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAuce-sqT8rHNK0eU4w9bwslzTIxSjnld7S
https://www.getprepared.gc.ca/cnt/plns/mrgncychldrn-en.aspx
https://www.hopeforwellness.ca/
https://www.hopeforwellness.ca/
https://www.mentalhealthcommission.ca/English/government-canada-covid-19-resources


1-855-223-5558

We love to hear from you. 
Your role as a caregiver is crucial in many aspects. Thank you for choosing to be a care provider and making a

sincere difference in the lives of many. Thank you for believing in our Agency and helping keep Indigenous, Métis,
and Inuit children in our/your communities. Together we can provide positive and healthy experiences for children

and youth, who can grow up with true and strong connections.
Miigwetch!

Contact us

niijcfs.com

Miigwech to Joshua Mangeshig Pawis-Steckley for sharing his images with us. Pawis-Steckley is an Ojibwe woodland artist from
Barrie, ON. He is a member of Wasauksing First Nation.

Bapiichii -They put on their
moccasins or shoes

Dibaajimo  -They tell a story
 

Mnaadendan gibi-maadiziwin
Respect your life

Mnaadenim kwiiji-bimaadiz 
Respect your fellow being

$200 for each child up to age 12 
$250 for each child or youth up to age 21 with special needs. The deadline to
apply is January 15, 2021. To learn about eligibility, the information you will need,
and how to apply please visit:

You can get financial support to help with additional costs during the 2020-2021
school year due to COVID-19. Eligible parents or guardians will receive a one-time
payment of:

www.ontario.ca/page/get-support-learners
 

Support for Learners

For up to date provincial health and safety guidelines for Ontario, please visit: 
www.covid-19.ontario.ca

Holiday Projects
Wow! Look at these fantastic creations of Gingerbread houses from our Holiday projects! 

http://www.niijcfs.com/
https://www.ontario.ca/page/get-support-learners
https://covid-19.ontario.ca/index.html

